“I Will Be Their God, They Will Be My People”

Genesis 17:1-8—“When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram
and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make
my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." Then Abram fell on his
face. And God said to him, "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you.
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, fo be God to you and to your
offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God."

Exodus 6:1-8—“But the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to
Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive
them out of his land." God spoke to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD. I appeared
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not
make myself known to them. I also established my covenant with them to give them the
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. Moreover, I have heard the
groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have
remembered my covenant. Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'Tam the LORD, and I
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from
slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of
judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that
I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD."

Exodus 29:42-46— It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the
entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to
you there. There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my
glory. I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons I will
consecrate to serve me as priests. I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their
God. And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the
land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.”

Leviticus 26:40-45—"But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in
their treachery that they committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me, so that
I walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity, then I will
remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with Isaac and my
covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. But the land shall be abandoned by
them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they shall make
amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my
statutes. Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them,




neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them,
for I am the LORD their God. But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their
forefathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that [
might be their God: 1 am the LORD."

Ruth 1:15-16—“And she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to
her gods; return after your sister-in-law." But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or
to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will
lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”

II Samuel 7:4-16—“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, "Go and
tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? |
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?"" Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, "Thus says the
LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be
prince over my people Israel. And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut
off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And
violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges
over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and
he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of
men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as
I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever."

Jeremiah 7:21-26—“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt
offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the
land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings
and sacrifices. But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God,
and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be
well with you.” But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels
and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. From the
day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent all
my servants the prophets to them, day after day. Yet they did not listen to me or incline
their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.”

Jeremiah 11:1-5—“The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Hear the words of
this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. You shall
say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who does not hear




the words of this covenant that I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the
land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to my voice, and do all that I command
you. So shall you be my people, and I will be your God, that I may confirm the oath that I
swore to your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.”
Then I answered, “So be it, LORD.””

Jeremiah 24:1-7—*“After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile from
Jerusalem Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with the officials of
Judah, the craftsmen, and the metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the LORD
showed me this vision: behold, two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the LORD.
One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, but the other basket had very bad figs,
so bad that they could not be eaten. And the LORD said to me, "What do you see,
Jeremiah?" I said, "Figs, the good figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that
they cannot be eaten." Then the word of the LORD came to me: "Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah,
whom I have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. I will set my eyes on
them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear
them down; I will plant them, and not uproot them. I will give them a heart to know that I
am the LORD, and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall return to
me with their whole heart.”

Jeremiah 30:8-22—*“And it shall come to pass in that day, declares the LORD of hosts, that
I will break his yoke from off your neck, and I will burst your bonds, and foreigners shall
no more make a servant of him. But they shall serve the LORD their God and David their
king, whom I will raise up for them. Then fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the Lord,
nor be dismayed, O Israel; for behold, I will save you from far away, and your offspring
from the land of their captivity. Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease, and none shall
make him afraid. For I am with you to save you, declares the Lord; I will make a full end
of all the nations among whom I scattered you, but of you I will not make a full end. I will
discipline you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you unpunished. For thus says
the Lord: Your hurt is incurable, and your wound is grievous. There is none to uphold
your cause, no medicine for your wound, no healing for you. All your lovers have
forgotten you; they care nothing for you, for I have dealt you the blow of an enemy, the
punishment of a merciless foe, because your sins are flagrant. Why do you cry out over
your hurt? Your pain is incurable. Because your guilt is great, because your sins are
flagrant, I have done these things to you. Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured,
and all your foes, every one of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder you shall
be plundered, and all who prey on you I will make a prey. For I will restore health to you,
and your wounds I will heal, declares the LORD, because they have called you an outcast:
‘It is Zion, for whom no one cares!” “Thus says the LORD: Behold, I will restore the
fortunes of the tents of Jacob and have compassion on his dwellings;

the city shall be rebuilt on its mound, and the palace shall stand where it used to be. Out of
them shall come songs of thanksgiving, and the voices of those who celebrate. 1 will
multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will make them honored, and they shall not be
small. Their children shall be as they were of old, and their congregation shall be
established before me, and I will punish all who oppress them. Their prince shall be one of
themselves; their ruler shall come out from their midst; I will make him draw near, and he




shall approach me, for who would dare of himself to approach me? declares the LORD.
And you shall be my people, and I will be your God.”

Jeremiah 31:1-3—“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of
Israel, and they shall be my people.” Thus says the Lord: ‘The people who survived the
sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him
from far away. I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my
faithfulness to you. Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again
you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the
merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters
shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when watchmen will call in
the hill country of Ephraim: Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34—“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I
made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the
LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And [
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I
will remember their sin no more.”

Jeremiah 32:36-42—“Now therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning
this city of which you say, ‘It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by
famine, and by pestilence’: Behold, I will gather them from all the countries to which I
drove them in my anger and my wrath and in great indignation. I will bring them back to
this place, and I will make them dwell in safety. And they shall be my people, and I will be
their God. 1 will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their
own good and the good of their children after them. I will make with them an everlasting
covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me
in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. I will rejoice in doing them good, and I
will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul. For thus says
the LORD: Just as I have brought all this great disaster upon this people, so I will bring
upon them all the good that I promise them.”

Ezekiel 11:14-21—“And the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, your brothers,
even your brothers, your kinsmen, the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those of
whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Go far from the LORD; to us this land is
given for a possession.” Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD: Though I removed them
far off among the nations, and though I scattered them among the countries, yet I have
been a sanctuary to them for a while in the countries where they have gone.” Therefore
say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of
the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.” And
when they come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its
abominations. And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I




will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may
walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I
will be their God. But as for those whose heart goes after their detestable things and their
abominations, I will bring their deeds upon their own heads, declares the Lord Gop.”

Ezekiel 14:1-11—“Then certain of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. And
the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their
hearts, and set the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I indeed let
myself be consulted by them? Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GoD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and sets the
stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD
will answer him as he comes with the multitude of his idols, that I may lay hold of the
hearts of the house of Israel, who are all estranged from me through their idols. Therefore
say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Repent and turn away from your idols,
and turn away your faces from all your abominations. For any one of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel, who separates himself from me, taking his idols
into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes
to a prophet to consult me through him, I the LORD will answer him myself. And I will set
my face against that man; I will make him a sign and a byword and cut him off from the
midst of my people, and you shall know that I am the LORD. And if the prophet is
deceived and speaks a word, I, the LORD, have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out
my hand against him and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they
shall bear their punishment—the punishment of the prophet and the punishment of the
inquirer shall be alike—that the house of Israel may no more go astray from me, nor defile
themselves anymore with all their transgressions, but that they may be my people and 1
may be their God, declares the Lord GOD.”

Ezekiel 34:11-30—“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my
sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his
sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in
all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord
Gob. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured,
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice. As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GoD: Behold, I judge between sheep and
sheep, between rams and male goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture,
that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear
water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? And must my sheep eat
what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the
weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, I will rescue my flock; they




shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. And I will set up
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and
be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. I will make with them a covenant of
peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they may dwell securely in the
wilderness and sleep in the woods. And I will make them and the places all around my hill
a blessing, and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of
blessing. And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its
increase, and they shall be secure in their land. And they shall know that I am the LORD,
when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved
them. They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land devour
them. They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. And I will provide for
them renowned plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the
land, and no longer suffer the reproach of the nations. And they shall know that I am the
LORD their God with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the
Lord Gobp. And you are my sheep, human sheep of my pasture, and I am your God,
declares the Lord GoD.”

Ezekiel 36:22-32—“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord Gob: It is not
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name,
which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the
holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you
have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
Lord GoD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you
from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and
from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit |
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes
and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers,
and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. And 1 will deliver you from all your
uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon
you. I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may
never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will remember
your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your
iniquities and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord
GoD; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of
Israel.”

Ezekiel 37:11-28—“Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut
off.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GoD: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” The word of the LORD came to




me: “Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, and the people of Israel
associated with him’; then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph (the stick of
Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.” And join them one to another
into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. And when your people say to you,
‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD:
Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the
tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. When the sticks on which you write are
in your hand before their eyes, then say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: Behold, I will
take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather
them from all around, and bring them to their own land. And I will make them one nation
in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they
shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. They shall not
defile themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their
transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned,
and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. My servant
David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my
rules and be careful to obey my statutes. They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my
servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's
children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. |
will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them.
And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their
midst forevermore. My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies
Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”

Hosea 1:6-11—“She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD said to him,
“Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive
them at all. But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD
their God. I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by
horsemen.” When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. And the
LORD said, “Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people, and I am not your
God.” Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which
cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not
my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” And the children of
Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for
themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of
Jezreel.”

Hosea 2:16-23—*“And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me ‘My Husband,” and
no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.” For I will remove the names of the Baals from her
mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no more. And I will make for them a
covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping
things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and I
will make you lie down in safety. And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you
to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to
me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD. “And in that day I will answer, declares




the LORD, I will answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall
answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, and I will sow her for
myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

Zechariah 8:1-8—*“And the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, “Thus says the LORD
of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great
wrath. Thus says the LORD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of
hosts, the holy mountain. Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall
again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age. And the
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. Thus says the LORD
of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, should it
also be marvelous in my sight, declares the LORD of hosts? Thus says the LORD of hosts:
behold, I will save my people from the east country and from the west country, and I will
bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will be
their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”

Zechariah 13:7-9—*“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands
next to me,” declares the LORD of hosts. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. In the whole land, declares the LORD,
two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive. And I will put this
third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested.
They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. [ will say, ‘They are my people’;
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”

Romans 9:19-26—“You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can
resist his will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say
to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?
What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches
of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—even us
whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As indeed he says
in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,” and her who was not
beloved I will call ‘beloved.” And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not
my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.”

I1 Corinthians 6:14-7:1—“Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with
darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with
an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple
of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from their
midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will
welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me,
says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves




from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of
God.”

Hebrews 8:6-13—“But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion
to look for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says: Behold, the days are
coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers
on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they
did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares
the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,
and I will remember their sins no more.”In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first
one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.”

Revelation 21:1-7—“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself
will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without
payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will
be my son.”




