
JUDGMENT ACCORDING TO WORKS 
 

Job 34:10-11—“Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding: far be it from God that 

he should do wickedness, and from the Almighty that he should do wrong. 

For according to the work of a man he will repay him, and according to his ways he will 

make it befall him.” 

 

Psalm 28:3-5—“Do not drag me off with the wicked, with the workers of evil, who 

speak peace with their neighbors while evil is in their hearts.  Give to them according to 

their work and according to the evil of their deeds; give to them according to the work of 

their hands; render them their due reward.  Because they do not regard the works of the 

LORD or the work of his hands, he will tear them down and build them up no more.” 

 

Psalm 62:11-12—“Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to 

God, and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.  For you will render to a man 

according to his work.” 

 

Proverbs 11:31—“If the righteous is repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the 

sinner!” 

 

Proverbs 12:14—“From the fruit of his mouth a man is satisfied with good, 

and the work of a man's hand comes back to him.” 

 

Proverbs 24:12—“If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs 

the heart perceive it?  Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he 

not repay man according to his work?” 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14—“The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep 

his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.” 

 

Isaiah 59:18—“According to their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, 

repayment to his enemies; to the coastlands he will render repayment.” 

 

Jeremiah 17:10—“I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man 

according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” 

 

Jeremiah 21:14—“I will punish you according to the fruit of your deeds, 

declares the LORD.” 

 

Jeremiah 25:14—“For many nations and great kings shall make slaves even of them, 

and I will recompense them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.” 

 

Jeremiah 32:18-19—“You show steadfast love to thousands, but you repay the guilt of 

fathers to their children after them, O great and mighty God, whose name is the LORD of 

hosts, great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways of the 



children of man, rewarding each one according to his ways and according to the fruit of 

his deeds.” 

 

Jeremiah 50:29—“Summon archers against Babylon, all those who bend the bow. 

Encamp around her; let no one escape. Repay her according to her deeds; do to her 

according to all that she has done. For she has proudly defied the LORD, the Holy One of 

Israel.” 

Ezekiel 18:30-32 (see the whole chapter)—“Therefore I will judge you, O house of 

Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God.  Repent and turn from all 

your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.  Cast away from you all the transgressions 

that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!  Why will 

you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 

Lord God; so turn, and live.” 

 

Ezekiel 24:14—“I am the LORD. I have spoken; it shall come to pass; I will do it. I will 

not go back; I will not spare; I will not relent; according to your ways and your deeds you 

will be judged, declares the Lord GOD.” 

 

Hosea 12:2—“The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will punish Jacob 

according to his ways; he will repay him according to his deeds.” 

 

Obadiah 15—“For the day of the LORD is near upon all the nations.  As you have done, 

it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head.” 

 

Matthew 3:7-12—“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 

to come?  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children for Abraham.  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 

Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  I 

baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 

wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

Matthew 7:1-2—“Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with the judgment you 

pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.” 

 

Matthew 7:17-23—“So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears 

bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 

 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus you 

will recognize them by their fruits.  Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven.  On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 



 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.’” 

 

Matthew 12:33-37—“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad 

and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  You brood of vipers! How can you 

speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 

 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his 

evil treasure brings forth evil.  I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account 

for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your 

words you will be condemned.” 

 

Matthew 16:24-27—“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return 

for his soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.” 

 

Matthew 25:31-46—“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, 

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats.  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then the King 

will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 

you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a 

stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 

to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those on 

his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 

drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not minister to you?’  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

Luke 12:1-5—“In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered 

together that they were trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, 

“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  Nothing is covered up that 

will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.  Therefore whatever you have said 

in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall 

be proclaimed on the housetops.  I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the 



body, and after that have nothing more that they can do.  But I will warn you whom to 

fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear 

him!” 

 

John 5:28-29—“Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the 

tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 

life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” 

 

Acts 17:30-31—“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world 

in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to 

all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

Acts 24:24-25—“After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, 

and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.  And as he reasoned 

about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and 

said, “Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.” 

 

Romans 2:1-16—“Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. 

For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, 

practice the very same things.  We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those 

who practice such things.  Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice 

such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do 

you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 

God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?  But because of your hard and 

impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's 

righteous judgment will be revealed.  He will render to each one according to his 

works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, 

he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 

obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress 

for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and 

honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.  For God 

shows no partiality.  For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the 

law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.  For it is not the 

hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be 

justified.  For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.  They show 

that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 

witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when, 

according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” 

 

Romans 14:10-12—“Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is 

written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 

confess to God.”  So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” 

 



I Corinthians 3:5-9—“What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 

believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 

growth.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives 

the growth.  He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 

according to his labor.  For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's 

building.” 

 

I Corinthians 4:1-5—“This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 

trustworthy.  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any 

human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself.  For I am not aware of anything against 

myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.   Therefore do not 

pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the 

things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one 

will receive his commendation from God.” 

 

II Corinthians 5:8-11—“Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make 

it our aim to please him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 

evil.  Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.” 

 

Colossians 3:23-25—“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 

men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You 

are serving the Lord Christ.  For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has 

done, and there is no partiality.” 

 

II Timothy 4:1-2, 6-8—“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 

to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; 

be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 

and teaching.  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have loved his appearing.” 

 

II Timothy 4:14—“Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay 

him according to his deeds.” 

 

Hebrews 9:26-28—“But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and 

after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 

for him.” 

 



Hebrews 10:26-31—“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge 

of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of 

judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  Anyone who has set aside 

the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  How 

much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the 

Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and 

has outraged the Spirit of grace?  For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will 

repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.”  It is a fearful thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God.” 

 

Hebrews 13:17—“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 

over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and 

not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 

 

James 2:12-26—“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of 

liberty.  For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 

over judgment.  What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 

have works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking 

in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 

giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by itself, if it 

does not have works, is dead.  But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!  Do 

you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?  Was 

not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 

 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 

works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.  You see that a 

person is justified by works and not by faith alone.  And in the same way was not also 

Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them 

out by another way?  For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 

works is dead.” 

 

James 3:1—“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that 

we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.” 

 

James 4:11-12—“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.  The one who speaks 

against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But 

if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is only one 

lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your 

neighbor?” 

 

I Peter 1:14-17—“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 

former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  And if you call on him as 



Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with 

fear throughout the time of your exile.” 

 

I Peter 4:4-5—“With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the 

same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him who is 

ready to judge the living and the dead.” 

 

I Peter 4:17-18—“For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 

begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 

sinner?”  

 

I John 4:16-18—“So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  By this is 

love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because 

as he is so also are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in 

love.” 

 

Revelation 2:23—“And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and 

heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.” 

 

Revelation 20:11-15—“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 

From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw 

the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 

another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what 

was written in the books, according to what they had done.  And the sea gave up the dead 

who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 

judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.  Then Death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone's 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THESES 
 

1.) Both unbelievers and believers will face a future judgment according 

to works 

 

2.) Salvation and condemnation, and not merely rewards, will be at stake 

in this judgment 

 

3.) The future judgment will take place with Jesus as the Judge 

 

4.) The relationship of future judgment according to works to 

justification, faith, union with Christ (Philippians 3 / evidence? (I 

Peter 1; James 2) / separate events?) 

 

5.) Two books are depicted in Revelation 20:11-15; Paul depicts 

believers as already having their names written in the book of life 

 

6.) Mercy at the judgment seat (James 2:12-13 and 3:1; Matthew 7:1-2) 

 

7.) Unbreakable connection between internal/faith and external/works 

(Matthew 12) 

 

8.) Perfection is not the standard (at least for believers) 

 

9.) Good News: justice amidst a world full of evil and oppression (note 

how the psalmists so often look forward to the Lord coming to judge 

the world) 

 

10.) Motivation for Repentance: Do not hide in the darkness but come to 

the light, for everything will be manifest on that Day 

 

11.) No drop outs in between “already” and “not yet” / Christians face the 

future judgment with confidence. 

 

12.) Functions as a call to holiness (II Peter 3, etc.) 
 

 

 

 

 


