
MATTHEW & JAMES 
 

“James depends more than any other NT author on the teaching of Jesus…especially as recorded 

in the Gospel of Matthew.”  (Douglas Moo, The Letter of James, p. 7) 

 
 

ONE 
 

James 1:2—“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.” 

 

Matthew 5:10-12—“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 

TWO 
 

James 1:5—“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
 

Matthew 7:7-11—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks it will be opened.  Or which one of you, if his son asks him for 
bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?  If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” 

 

THREE 
 

James 1:6-8—“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.  For that person must not suppose 
that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all 
his ways.” 
 

Matthew 21:21-22—“And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith 
and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you 
say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.  And 
whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.” 
 

Matthew 17:17-21—“And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.”  And Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly.  Then the 
disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  He said to 
them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, 
and nothing will be impossible for you.” 



 

FOUR 
 

James 1:12—“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who 
love him.” 
 

Matthew 10:22—“But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

 

Matthew 24:12-13—“And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold.  But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

 

FIVE 
 

James 1:14-15—“But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire.  Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.” 
 

James 4:1-2—“What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, 
that your passions are at war within you?  You desire and do not have, so you murder. 
You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
 

Matthew 7:17-20—“So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears 
bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus you 
will recognize them by their fruits.” 
 

Matthew 12:33-35—“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad 
and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  You brood of vipers! How can you 
speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 
 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of 
his evil treasure brings forth evil.” 
 

Matthew 15:17-20—“Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the 
stomach and is expelled?  But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this defiles a person.  For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  These are what defile a person. But to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIX 
 

James 1:22—“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

 

Matthew 7:24-27—“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.  And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do 
them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great 
was the fall of it.” 

 

SEVEN 
 

James 1:26-27—“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless.  Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
 

James 2:14-16—“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking 
in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?” 
 

Matthew 25:31-46—“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, 
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats.  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those on 
his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not minister to you?’  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 

 



EIGHT 
 

James 2:5—“Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who 
love him?” 
 

Matthew 5:3—“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

NINE 
 

James 2:12-13—“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of 
liberty.  For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment.” 
 

Matthew 5:7—“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 

 

TEN 
 

James 3:10-12—“From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers,  these 
things ought not to be so.  Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh 
and salt water?  Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? 
Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.” 
 

Matthew 7:16-18—“You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the 
diseased tree bears bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased 
tree bear good fruit.” 

 

ELEVEN 
 

James 4:8—“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 
 

Matthew 5:8—“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

 

TWELVE 
 

James 4:9—“Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to gloom.” 
 

Matthew 5:4—“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRTEEN 
 

James 4:10—“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” 
 

Matthew 23:11-12—“The greatest among you shall be your servant.  Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

Matthew 18:4—“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

 

FOURTEEN 
 

James 4:11-12—“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.  The one who speaks 
against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. 
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is only one 
lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your 
neighbor?” 
 

James 5:9—“Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.” 
 

Matthew 7:1—“Judge not, that you be not judged.” 

 

FIFTEEN 
 

James 4:13-16—“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and 
such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet you do not know 
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do 
this or that.”  As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.” 
 

Matthew 6:25-34—““Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they?  And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour 
to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith?  Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

 



SIXTEEN 
 

James 5:1-3—“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming 
upon you.  Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and 
silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your 
flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.” 
 

Matthew 6:19-21—“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

SEVENTEEN 
 

James 5:7-9—“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives 
the early and the late rains.  You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is near.  Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not 
be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.  
  

Matthew 24:32-35—““From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see all 
these things, you know that he is near, at the door.  Truly, I say to you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. 

 

EIGHTEEN 
 

James 5:12—“But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or 
by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation.” 
 

Matthew 5:33-37—“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’  But I say to you, Do 
not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it 
is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.  And do not take an 
oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  Let what you say be 
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” 
 

Matthew 23:16-22—“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, 
it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 
 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold 
sacred?  And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears 
by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’  You blind men! For which is 
greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred?  So whoever swears by the altar 
swears by it and by everything on it.  And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and 
by him who dwells in it.  And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God 
and by him who sits upon it.” 



 

NINETEEN 
 

James 5:15—“And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” 
 

Matthew 9:1-8—“And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.  And 
behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”  And 
behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”  But Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is 
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?  But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the 
paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.”  And he rose and went home.  When 
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such 
authority to men.”  (cf. 9:21-22, which uses same verb “save”, and 9:25 which uses 
“arose.”) 

 

TWENTY 
 

James 5:19-20—“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” 
 

Matthew 18:15-20—“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector.  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Again I say to you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHERS 
 

James 1:13—“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.” 
 

Matthew 6:13—“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 
 

 

James 3:13—“Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him 
show his works in the meekness of wisdom.” 
 

Matthew 11:19—“Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”   
 

 

Compare James 1:20 & Matthew 6:33…both say that the goal of Christian ethics and behavior 

is the “righteousness of God” 

 

 

(Final) Justification 
 

James 2:14-26—“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 

does not have works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is poorly 

clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 

good is that?  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  But 
someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 

from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  You believe that 

God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!  Do you want to 

be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?  Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 

altar?  You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 

completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a 

friend of God.  You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when 

she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  For as the body 
apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.” 

 
Matthew 12:33-37—“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 

bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  You brood of vipers! How 
can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaks.  The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and 

the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  I tell you, on the day of 

judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your 
words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” (cf. 7:21-

23, 25:31-46, etc.) 



 

 

Words / Prayer / favoritism? / anger / final judgment / waiting for coming of Lord / temptations 

(Matthew 18:7-9) / evil and adulterous generation? / faith / judging others vs. mercy (Matthew 

18:23-35) / doing will of God as distinguishing mark /  

 

 

James is not answering the question of how a person gains right standing and acceptance with 

God (as Paul is), but rather who the people are who will be saved on the last day (Romans 2, 

Galatians 5, final judgment in Paul) 

 

 

 


