
LABORING IN VAIN 

Philippians 2:14-16—“Do all things without grumbling or 
questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not 
run in vain or labor in vain.” 
 
Galatians 2:1-2—“Then after fourteen years I went up again to 
Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. I went up 
because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before 
those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the 
Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in 
vain.” 
 
Galatians 3:3-4—“Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, 
are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many 
things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?” 
 
Galatians 4:8-11—“Formerly, when you did not know God, you 
were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. But now that you 
have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you 
turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of 
the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? You observe days 
and months and seasons and years! I am afraid I may have labored 
over you in vain.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:1-10—“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also 
to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 



apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:12-14—“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised 
from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection 
of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:58—“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
 
II Corinthians 5:16-6:1—“From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain.” 
 
I Thessalonians 2:1-8—“For you yourselves know, brothers, that 
our coming to you was not in vain. But though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst 
of much conflict. For our appeal does not spring from error or 
impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just as we have been approved 
by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please 
man, but to please God who tests our hearts. For we never came with 
words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is 
witness. Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or 



from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking 
care of her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, we 
were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 
own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” 
 
I Thessalonians 2:17-3:5—“But since we were torn away from you, 
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the 
more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, because we 
wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered 
us. For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord 
Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy. 
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left 
behind at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's 
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your 
faith, that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves 
know that we are destined for this. For when we were with you, we 
kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it 
has come to pass, and just as you know. For this reason, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that 
somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in 
vain. 

 


